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Happy New Year!

I recently had the opportunity to
audit a few classes, just for the heck
of it. They were high school courses.
The whole process was quite easy - [
merely had to turn on my computer
and log in to an inventory of virtual
high school subjects taught online. I
could do this at any time of the day
or night. I spent some time dabbling
in this area during our winter break
because I have been impressed with
the volume of educational literature
written about the growth of this

i Rkl Students Gain View of the Working World

After surveying a few high school
courses, [ concluded that online For over 30 years, SBMS students have non-profits, our seventh and eighth graders
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Sixth grade student Connor Elmore and teacher Caroline De Loreto plant native estuary plants at the UCSB lagoon

O iy it ga e used the community as their class- experience the working world by serving
i?i:ifiiiiiﬁa:; ?:ggzliegiual room thr01'1gh our Career Study a}nd in alocal busine’ss of their choice. SFudents
high schnol courses in AR attempt £o Community Service Week program. This learn how to write a resume, dress in proper
break into the high school market. one-week program gets our students out work attire, and communicate in the
This is an exciting development. into local businesses and non-profits workplace. Jensen Music, Hazard’s

Cyclesport, Noah’s Ark Veterinary

Clinic, and Lazy Acres were among

the 100 companies that volun-
teered to introduce our students
to the inner workings of their
business.

Imagine taking a science or humani- to learn by doing. The program is
ties course taught by, not one, but designed to teach our students
se\]/lera.l enth;mlastlc and energetic self-reliance, concern for others,
rS. 1
colieglate scholars. . and an awareness of social issues.
Florida is setting an impressive .
Ninth graders perform com-

pace in distance education. The state . ) fit of
has mandated that, starting in 2009- munity service at a non-profit o

10, all of Florida’s 67 school districts their choice. This year students helped “An above average employee would
must offer an online alternative at a variety of organizations, including need about a month to be completely
to conventional school for K-12 Friendship Center, Unity Shoppe, Storytell- trained, but this intern, Jade Barrad, at
students. Kids and parents will have er, and Hillside House. These service hours 13-years old is by far the most capable, accu-
the option of choosing what type of count toward their high school community rate, disciplined, focused, friendly, enthusi-
school they want to interact with. . . . .

: ' . service requirement. astic, well-mannered (and a mathematical
Evidently, Florida Virtual School ) , . ) ) ) i

While our ninth graders are helping at wiz) that Baskin Robbins has ever seen!!

(FLVS) has already delivered 137,000
continued on page 4
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Experts on
Ocean Plastics
Visit SBMS

Recently Marcus Ericksen,
PhD, Director of Education and
Research and Anna Cummins,
Educational Advisor for the
Agalita Research Foundation
presented their internationally-
recognized work to our students.

Amazingly, Dr. Ericksen and
Ms. Cummins built a boat using
15,000 plastic bottles and sailed
it from California to Hawaii in
88 days. They presented students
with startling facts from their re-
search in the North Pacific Gyre:

e 80% of plastic in the ocean
is generated from human
activities on land.

e In 2008, there was twice as
much debris in the ocean
than in 1999.

e Broken, degraded plastic
pieces outweigh surface
zooplankton in the Central
North Pacific by 6 to 1.

e Birds and fish eat plastic
(thinking it is food). Feel-
ing full, they actually die of
starvation.

Dr. Ericksen and Ms. Cum-
mings underscored that which
we strive towards as a school: to
stop buying and using plastic!
We encourage our students and
staff to drink from stainless steel
water bottles and refill them
each day.

Thanks to teacher Brian
McWilliams for bringing these
special guests to our school.

Susan Davidson,

Environmental Education Teacher

 d
M
Anna Cummings and Dr. Marcus Ericksen

display some of the plastics they found in
the ocean on aresearch trip.

WNhats New in the Blassraom

Can you remember what you studied in
junior high? Well here’s a glimpse into what
our students are currently studying:

e 7th Grade Math: Learning how to
create and use an Excel spreadsheet,
including Excel formulas and tools.

e 7th Grade Spanish: Singing songs in
Spanish, learning cool vocabulary, and
gaining perspective on the interrela-
tions between culture and language.

e 8th Grade Human Geography:
Researching and writing a 12-14 page
paper, and preparing a media presen-

tation to be given to the class. Top-
ics range from microcredit, fair

trade and free trade, and genetic

engineering to the cultural

survival of ethnic groups in
Asia.

Sophia Phillips and
Emalani Artiss -
dress as their
favorite

person

from the

1920’

»@angereywefzmﬁea

“You guys are doing brilliant work. I've
watched Amanda grow so much. The qual-
ity of the teaching here exceeds anything
from the past. I appreciate that you value
her uniqueness.” -Michael Stinson

“I'want to thank you all. Dan is so excited
to go to school every day. He's interested
in learning. These are difficult years to

keep kids interested.” -Cindy Feinberg

“You obviously know Quinn very well
in a short period of time. You see what we
see that others don't see yet.” -Patrice Serrani

“Heather says, ‘My school’s so cool!” She’s
being seen and supported. She seems to

really like the school.” -Sharon Harkness

“I'm blown away with this school and all

e 8th Grade English: Reading some of
America’s greatest poets (Frost, Dick-
inson, Emerson, Whitman, and Billy
Collins), and writing original poems in
Free and Formal Verse.

o 8th Grade History: Simulating an
actual courtroom trial case at Mock
Trial during the Academic Fair.

e 9th Grade Math: Learning about com-
pound interest, credit and credit cards,
bonds, stocks, commodities, and the
national debt.

e 9th Grade Spanish: Learning about
seasons and vacation spots, and creat-
ing a travel guide in Spanish.

o 9th Grade Physics: Developing
Robotics projects for the Academic
Fair, including an artificial hand, a
self-parking car, a robot that can solve
a Rubik’s Cube, and 13 others!

b0 BBl ["Drew Janssen and Skyler
Matthews prepare to .

launch their rocket
A

| Evy

= Weiland

the great things Sophie's doing. -Michael Haber

“All of you have very deep insights here
and appreciate who Gabe is and how he
thinks. He is very interested in each of his
subjects, whereas in past schools it may

have been one or two subjects that

interested him.” -Erik Reel

“This has been a great school for
Austin. I wasn't sure, but now I'm
thankful.” -Erin Chrislock

“My compliments to you. This has been an
amazing, fantastic experience to see Morgan

continue to love learning.” -Michael Benedict

“The camaraderie and trust in this circle is
wonderful. I go to your webpage and I know
exactly what's going on.” -Jean Natand
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courses to students during the 2007-8
school year. It is predicted that this
number will skyrocket during the next
school year after the new law kicks in.

Other states are moving in the direc-
tion of hosting online schools, as well.
According to the 2008 “Keeping Pace”
report commissioned by the North
American Council for Online Learning,
44 states offer significant full-time or
supplemental online learning options
while only 6 states offer very little.

It appears that online education is
gaining serious traction in our country.
At SBMS, we are studying this new
content delivery system. We believe
that, during future decades at our
school, we might be able to create a hy-
brid model of education that employs
the best that online education has to
offer while maximizing “face time”
between our students and teachers.

The field of education is going to
change dramatically in the next 15
years. Powerful physics forces like
economics and technology are going
to impact schools serving kindergart-
ners as well as college kids. The winds
of change are upon us!

Working World... fompg 1

says Tricia Daniels, Operations Manager of
Baskin Robbins.
Sixth grade students, not quite ready to
go to a job alone, stay together as a class
and are introduced to a variety of careers
through field trips, guest speakers, and
community service projects. This year sixth
grade students helped the Red Cross take
down fire shelters; planted native estuary
plants at the UCSB lagoon; and learned
about careers in entertainment, ecotourism,
and working with people with disabilities.
The Career Study and Community Service

Week program is an essential part of our
four-sided “diamond” philosophy. Many of
our students continue to volunteer in places
such as Rwanda, Bolivia, and Mexico, while
some of our graduates start or work for non-
profits like Ride for Rwanda, Cookies for
A Cause, and the Clinton Global Initia-
tive. Giving back to the local and
global community is just one of
the values we hope to instill

in our students - and so far

we think we’re succeeding!

“Dear Whitney,

Back in November 2003 when Ben was
doing his eighth grade Career Study Week,
he had to create a resume. | remember
thinking what a ridiculous, busy-work
thing for a 14-year-old kid to do.

Well, tonight it was proved how right
you were and how wrong | was! Ben is now
looking for a job and must write a resume.
And what did he pull out tonight to begin
writing his resume? The resume he created
for you while he was in eighth grade.

Ben and | are grateful to you and SBMS -
five years later”

-SBMS Alum Parent Ginger Williams

Eighth grade student Ross Pearson learns the ropes at
Blenders in the Grass
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